







ANAXIMANDER AND THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISM

	Recently considerable play has been given in the press, and in particular the New York Times, to the so-called “Antikythera mechanism,” described as “a strange mechanism with bronze wheels and dials removed from an ancient shipwreck off the coast of Greece.”  Dating from the second century BC, the device has been conjectured to be “an instrument that calculated and illustrated astronomical information, particularly the phases of the moon ad planetary motions.” (Quotations from the Times article by John Noble Wilford; an ample account of the mechanism and its literature is given in the Wikpedia.)
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